Patrick Hartnett
September 2, 1930 - April 26, 2020

Patrick (Pat) Hartnett of Yorktown Heights, N.Y. passed away peacefully on April 26, 2020
at the age of 89. He had earned the nickname "Fightin' Pat" due to his ability to persevere
through any circumstance. Born in County Limerick, Ireland, he was one of 7 children:
Michael, Mary, Sadie, Joan, John and survived by his brother Mossie. As a child he
resided in the townland of Ballybrown and was raised by his single father, John Hartnett,
with whom he worked and raised horses. In 1948, Pat arrived in the USA and took up
residence on Alexander Ave in Yonkers NY. In 1951, while serving in the US Army during
the Korean War, Pat was seriously wounded and awarded the Purple Heart for his valor
while spending a year in hospital recovering from his injuries. In 1956 he became the
loving husband to his late wife Trudy Hartnett. He and his wife were residents of Yonkers,
N.Y. for 47 years raising 5 children. Pat was a self-educated entrepreneur, owning his own
Wise Potato Chip business in New York City. He frequently worked 12-16 hour days to
support his family and provide them the life he never knew growing up. Pat was extremely
personable and loved speaking with a variety of people. He didn't look to command a
room's attention. Pat's gift was his ability to connect on a one to one level with everyone.
His overall faith and positive disposition made for a truly happy life. He genuinely loved the
USA and spent the majority of his well-earned retirement as an active member of the
Military Order of the Purple Heart. He is survived by his 5 children: Patricia, John,
Kathleen, Michael and James. Also, Pat was especially grateful to be a part of his eight
grandchildren's lives: John Michael, Flynn, Haley, Kayleigh, Jillian, Chip, Patrick and
Hannah. Pat will be waked at Yorktown Funeral Home, Shrub Oak, NY on May 2, 2020 at
2pm. Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, the viewing will be privately streamed live across
the internet. Please email:jthartnett@mailfence.com to obtain the link. In lieu of flowers,
the family asks that you please make a donation to the Purple Heart Foundation at
https://purpleheartfoundation.org or Wounded Warrior Project. at
https://support.woundedwarriorproject.org or P.O. Box 758517, Topeka, KS 66675
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Yorktown Funeral Home
945 East Main Street, Shrub Oak, NY, US, 10588

Comments

“

He truly was a special man...

Tee McMahon - May 27 at 11:15 AM

“

“

Thank you for your comment. My Dad was special and we'll miss him very much
Jim Hartnett - June 01 at 11:37 AM

Condolences from John Roche and family (son of his sister Sadie) on Patricks
passing he was an exceptional man and we were very proud of him

John Roche - May 22 at 07:55 AM

“

Thank you for your comment. My Dad was an inspiration and even up until the end, had a
positive outlook and attitude. Amazing
Jim Hartnett - June 01 at 12:20 PM

“

Our condolences to all the family on the passing of Patrick from Patricia Coughlan . (
grandchild of Mary Gavin, Patrick’s sister ) We enjoyed Patrick’s visit to limerick
when he visited on occasion. RIP

Patricia Coughlan - May 03 at 04:33 AM

“

Thank you for comment. We hope to come visit Limerick some day and share some stories
with you.
Jim Hartnett - June 01 at 12:23 PM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Ed Tracy - May 02 at 03:31 PM

“

Hi Ed. Thank you for these pictures. I've added them to the collection. And great to speak
with you. Hopefully one day we can do it in person.
Jim Hartnett - June 01 at 12:24 PM

“

Rest in Peace Patrick
I have fond memories of a visit to your home with Nanny my mam Ann, Helen and
Rita, on the occasion of Johns funeral..
We had a lovely afternoon in the garden, and you were so proud to show us your
collection of war memorabilia.
We are thinking of your family at this sad time, and sending love from. Ireland
Your grand niece,
Sandra Kiely & Family
Cahercorney
Bruff
Co. Limerick

Sandra Kiely - May 02 at 01:48 PM

“

“

Thank you so much for this. My Dad was truly a joy to be around.
Jim Hartnett - June 01 at 12:24 PM

I only met my great uncle Pat a handful of times when he visited his sister, Joan (my
grandmother), on a holiday to Canada. He was always so warm and engaging, and
those summer backyard gatherings are some of my favourite family memories. It was
a privilege to have spent time with him and Trudy. Miss them both xoxo

Jennifer Tracy - May 02 at 11:07 AM

“

Thank you for this. My Dad really enjoyed visiting you all in Canada. We'll miss him and my
Mom as well. Pictures of them together, smiling, always makes me feel good.
Jim Hartnett - June 01 at 12:26 PM

“

I was in the bunk across from him in basic training. He was a good man. He was a
good soldier.

Frank Meehan - May 02 at 01:50 AM

“

Thank you Frank. My Dad valued the time you and he spent together. Whenever I spoke
with him about the military, he always brought up your name. He truly cherished your
friendship over the years.
Jim Hartnett - June 01 at 12:28 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jim Hartnett - May 01 at 09:53 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jim Hartnett - May 01 at 06:09 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Jim Hartnett - May 01 at 04:14 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jim Hartnett - May 01 at 04:13 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Johanna Tracy-Monckton - April 30 at 08:18 PM

“

Thank you for this photo. For obvious reasons, my Dad loved the name Johanna. And
ironically, completely unbeknownst to me, we named our daughter Hannah. I hadn't known
his Mom's name until after she was born.
Jim Hartnett - June 01 at 12:30 PM

“

I am responding on behalf of Pat's friend of over 40 years, Patrick Briody of Yonkers,
NY. Patrick has asked me to express to the family his sadness on learning of Pat's
passing, and wishes to extend his deepest sympathy to the family. He wants you to
know that except for the present situation with the CoVid19 virus, he would most
assuredly would be at the wake, funeral mass and burial, if allowed. I, myself, had
met your father, and grandfather, thru Patrick Briody, on more than one occasion,
and also your mother/grandmother, Trudy, at the residence in Jefferson Valley,
Yorktown; she was a lovely lady. may she rest in peace. I thought Pat Hartnett was a
true American patriot, having survived being seriously wounded in the service of the
United States of America in the Korean War. We salute his valiant service, and
commend his soul to Jesus Christ.
Hugh O'Rourke
Ancient Order of Hibernians
Division 5, Woodlawn/Wakefield
Bronx. NY

Hugh O'Rourke - April 30 at 06:42 PM

“

Thank you so much for this kind comment. Please tell Pat that not a conversation went by
without my Dad mentioning him. When I was a child, I used to march with you all in the St
Paddy's day parade in NYC. A great memory.
Jim Hartnett - June 01 at 12:33 PM

“

I can remember every minute we spent with Uncle Pat during his visits to Canada.
Those moments were fleeting but precious. He most certainly captured a room and
made such an impression on us all. We are so very sad to hear that he passed, but
will forever cherish his character and the happy memories we made with him. Ashley
Jackson and family (Joan Tracy's granddaughter)

Ashley Jackson - April 30 at 04:20 PM

“

Lovely photos Ashly, we miss Joan a lot. I paid many a visit to her when I was living in
Dublin and Michael was great fun
Patricia Coughlan - May 03 at 04:35 AM

“

Thank you so much for this comment and the photos. We're all pretty down about my Dad.
He was such a strong presence in our lives. We'll miss him very much.
Jim Hartnett - June 01 at 12:38 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

JOHN P HARTNETT - April 30 at 01:47 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

JOHN P HARTNETT - April 30 at 01:45 PM

“

I met Pat at Hannah’s birthday parties , maybe her first birthday. He immediately
made my daughter and I feel welcome. He began asking about both of us . I could
have talked to Pat all day. I was intrigued by his life. He was so fascinating! I loved
his kindness and love of life attitude! The love for his late wife and family was so
evident you could almost feel it! I walked away so happy to have met this kind soul
who just filled me with positivity! I saw Pat at several more parties throughout the
years and I enjoyed talking to him at each one! I remember one time I saw him he
was looking forward to going to Normandy with his daughter.He was very excited
about going. Thank you Pat for your wonderful talks! It was truly a privilege to have
met you!
Rest In Peace.

Maureen Nestel - April 30 at 12:01 PM

“

Thank you Maureen for this message. He remembered you and the conversations you had.
The trip my sister and he took to France was an incredible experience for him. They also
went to Israel as well. I'm certain he would have loved to tell you all about it. We'll miss him.
Jim Hartnett - June 01 at 12:40 PM

“

Sincere sympathy to all the Hartnett family from the Editorial Committee of the
Ballybrown Parish Journal in Limerick, Ireland. We were sorry to hear of Patricks
passing and just to let you know that you are in our thoughts at this sad time
especially now with this Covid 19 virus rampant across the globe. May he rest in
peace.
Willie Ryan
Tervoe
Clarina
Co. Limerick
Ireland
V94KN7F

Willie Ryan - April 27 at 05:25 PM

“

Thank you so much for your comment. Ballybrown will always be a special place to our
family. You produce fine people. We'll miss my Dad, but his journey from Ballybrown to
Yonkers will forever serve as an inspiration to me and hopefully others. He insisted that he
have the words "Born in Ireland" printed on the military plaque put on his grave. He never
forgot where he came from and wanted everyone to know it.
Jim Hartnett - June 01 at 12:45 PM

