Patrick J. Fox
November 7, 1932 - June 15, 2020

FOX, Patrick Joseph, 87, of Somers, NY, formerly of East Durham, NY and the Bronx,
passed away peacefully on June 15, 2020 at Northern Westchester Hospital. He died of
Covid-19. He was the loving husband of the late Maureen (McGlade) Fox. Born in
Manchester, England, he grew up in County Armagh, Ireland. He was a son of the late
Patrick Fox and Mary (McGinnity) Fox and brother of Philip Fox and the late Hugh Fox. He
is survived by his children, Kevin Fox (Theresa) of Providence, RI, Anne Harten (John) of
Cortlandt Manor, NY, Mary Willman (Michael) of Somers, NY, Eileen Boyle (Anthony) of
Yorktown Heights, NY, and the late Sean and Brian Fox. He was the doting grandfather of
Thomas Harten, Stephen Harten, Julia Willman, Michael Harten, Sean Boyle, Owen Fox,
Caroline Willman, Lindsay Boyle, Nola Fox, Aidan Boyle, and the late Glen Willman.
Patrick's life was focused on family, faith, and community. He was an active member of the
Ancient Order of Hibernians and of the Knights of Columbus, and with his wife, a long
active member of the Bedford Park Shamrock Club. He was vigorous and funny and
courageous right to the very end. He was a gentle and generous soul, helpful,
unpretentious, and with a great zest for life. He loved his Irish music and Irish
newspapers, long walks, all animals, Dunkin' Donuts, a good cup of tea, watching the
Yankees, English soccer and Gaelic football (Up Armagh!), late-night sing-a-longs, a good
cigar, and the occasional rum & coke. He was a great father and a fantastic grandfather:
Papa, as he was called by his eleven grandchildren. He cherished his wife, his children,
and his grandkids. He always had a smile on his face and a joke at the ready. Anyone who
ever spent time with him left with a lingering sense of having been in great and joyous
company. He is deeply missed.
A private wake will be held on Thursday June 18, 2020 from 9:00 -10:30 am at the
Yorktown Funeral Home, 945 E Main St, Shrub Oak, NY. A Mass of Christian Burial will
follow at 11:00 am, at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 1377 E Main St., Shrub Oak, NY. Burial will
be at the Gate of Heaven Cemetery, 10 West Stevens Avenue, Hawthorne, NY. Masks
required for all.
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“I will always have this piece of my heart that smiles whenever I think about you.”
To the best papa in the world, I will miss seeing you in the stands at all my games,
your constant jokes and tricks, your quizzes and puzzles and most importantly just
being with you. You were so special and loving and have brought me so many
memories that I will never forget. I hope you are having a cup of tea and a bowl of
oatmeal in heaven with nanny right now I know your are watching over all the
family.
Fly high papa, you will be missed 🦋
I love you,
Lindsay

Lindsay Boyle - June 17, 2020 at 08:41 PM

“

Dear Dad/Papa,
We are heartbroken. We loved you so much.
It doesn’t seem real that you are gone. Your smile and laughter will stay with us
forever.
I will always wish for another day with you, to hear one of your jokes, another dinner
together, to be sitting out back or next to you at the kids games or going for a walk
with my family, you & Chelsea. You brought so much joy to our lives. We will always
miss you. I love you Daddy! Eileen xo

eileen boyle - June 17, 2020 at 12:34 PM

“

I knew Pat and Maureen from birth. I honestly have never met a kinder, more fun man than
Pat Fox, and hearing he has departed is like being told the sun won't be emerging from
behind the clouds anymore. Like my father, he was simultaneously a man's man and the
gentlest of souls, and my father, John McArdle, died 1995 (who would privately ridicule and
avoid many of his fellow Irishmen for their silliness or boastfulness) loved Pat and looked
forward to every opportunity to be in his company. As a little boy, Kevin was without doubt
my best friend (and my first friend) and when my mother would tell me we were visiting the
Foxes it was like telling a grown-up, "You've won the lottery!" I have no more wonderful
childhood memories than playing with Kevin and Anne, like the "walkie talkies" we talked to
each other over (two plastic mock phone receivers connected by a wire! - no batteries!),
from one end of their apartment to the other. I thought I was so much bigger than those
"babies," Mary and Eileen! Maureen would tell Mary in her carriage, "Give Tommy a wee
lug!" and she would pucker her lips and suck in her cheeks! My mother (Teasy McArdle nee
McNally) was most honored to be Sean's godmother, and what a shocking heartbreak
when he passed away suddenly. We in 2020, born in America, cannot imagine how scary it
was relocating to New York from the countryside of Ireland. Having friends from home
made it possible and even delightful, and Pat and Maureen were the best of friends to my
parents and to all of us. Something that was so Irish was the way I remember Pat would
often say goodbye. I might say, "see you soon" and he would reply, "With the help of God,
Tommy." What I have written here doesn't begin to do him justice. If you never met the
man, I'm sorry -- you'll never meet anyone remotely like him. Words don't suffice. If Pat Fox
isn't in heaven there isn't much hope for the rest of us (but I'm gonna keep on praying for
him!); he brought a taste of heaven to those blessed to know him. R.I.P. Tommy McArdle
bronxmet@gmail.com
Tommy McArdle - June 22, 2020 at 01:14 PM

“

Such wonderful kind words, Tommy. Thank you...
Kevin Fox
KEVIN P FOX - February 21, 2021 at 06:00 PM
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