Melissa Antunes
July 14, 1973 - February 9, 2020

Melissa was born on July 14th, 1973 to Patricia (Adams) Antunes and Andrew Antunes.
As the youngest of four children she completed the Antunes family. Melissa spent her
childhood growing up in Putnam Valley, enjoying life while swimming in the backyard pool,
playing with her close friends and loving a variety of pets. As a child, she was always
curious and creative, which nurtured a propensity for learning languages. Melissa
graduated from Lakeland High School in 1991 and became fluent in Spanish while
pursuing her Bachelor’s Degree in Education. She graduated from Arizona State
University and completed her Master’s Degree shortly after. While pursuing her education
she studied in Spain, and loved traveling through many European countries. One of her
favorite places to be was on the family farm located in upstate New York. She spent
countless happy moments there, 4 wheeling, hiking, swimming in the pond and hanging
out with her upstate friends. Since childhood, the farm was her happy place.
Melissa became a Spanish teacher at a private school before becoming part of the
Foreign Language Department at Lakeland High School. She was passionate about
working with her students and enjoyed immersing her students in the Spanish and Italian
languages and cultures. She took her Lakeland students on several trips abroad during
her career. Her creative side was very evident in her classroom as its decor was always
brimming with color and culture. She loved participating in cultural week at school,
adorning herself in the traditional garments of countries from around the globe. She will be
remembered as an intelligent, supportive and caring professional whose love of teaching
and for her students was paramount.
Although her passion for teaching her students was so important to her, Melissa’s deepest
sense of joy and love came from being a mother to her two children, Noah and Maggie.
She loved cooking for her family, traveling with her children; taking them to museums and
most importantly sharing laughter with them.
Melissa was predeceased by her beloved mother Patricia in 1985. She is survived by her
children Noah and Maggie, her father; Andrew Antunes and stepmother Ada Ereno, a
sister; Maxine Antunes-Reiff, a brother and sister-in-law; Andrew and Angela (Graci)
Antunes; and a brother Steven Antunes, and several nieces, nephews and grand nieces
and nephews. All who love her deeply.

Melissa was a loving, caring person with a heart of gold. She gave of herself freely to
everyone that knew her. We are deeply saddened by her loss and will miss her dearly, but
we know that heaven and her mother have welcomed her with opened arms

Events
FEB
13

Visitation

04:00PM - 08:00PM

Yorktown Funeral Home
945 East Main Street, Shrub Oak, NY, US, 10588

FEB
13

Funeral Ceremony

06:00PM

Yorktown Funeral Home
945 East Main Street, Shrub Oak, NY, US, 10588

Comments

“

Jadeen Mercado lit a candle in memory of Melissa Antunes

jadeen mercado - February 14 at 12:40 AM

“

Melissa, always pushing on with a smile on a personal level and working to be the
best teacher she could be. I remember spending a week at a workshop with her and
her enthusiasm and drive to make her lessons the best for her students made the
week even more fun and purposeful. My thoughts go out to her daughter and son.
Your Mom made a positive difference in many lives over her years of teaching. I saw
lots pictures of you over the years and heard how proud she was of you.
--Beverly Griffin

Beverly Griffin - February 13 at 10:20 AM

“

“

Thank you for sharing your memory
Maxine - February 14 at 09:28 AM

Joyful Memory was purchased for the family of Melissa Antunes.

February 12 at 10:02 PM

“

Kristy Cathcart sent a virtual gift in memory of Melissa Antunes

Kristy Cathcart - February 12 at 09:43 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of this very sad news. My thoughts and prayers are with all of the
Antunes Family and friends during this difficult time.
Kristy Cathcart - February 12 at 09:48 PM

“

You made a difference in so many students lives. Thank you for always believing in
me, lending an ear to listen and dedicating your time to the classroom. You'll be
missed dearly.

Johanna Appel - February 12 at 09:13 PM

“

“

Thank you for your kind words
Maxine - February 14 at 09:29 AM

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Melissa Antunes.

February 12 at 07:36 PM

“

Melissa,
We have shared so many memories, starting from pre-school years. You were one of
my very first Putnam Valley friends! I will always remember our Moms talking at the
library, bday parties or at school events! I am so thankful to have reconnected with
you, and to have been able to meet up at PHISH at MSG in December. Rest easy,
my friend

Sending my heartfelt prayers to the Antunes family, and to Maggie and Noah.
Love and prayers,
Michelle (Ronca)

michelle ronca - February 12 at 07:28 PM

“

“

Thank you for sharing, Michelle
Maxine - February 14 at 09:30 AM

Diane lit a candle in memory of Melissa Antunes

Diane - February 12 at 02:13 PM

“

Annette Vaccaro lit a candle in memory of Melissa Antunes

Annette Vaccaro - February 12 at 01:09 PM

“

Melis...as I called you...me sweet, dear friend. My heart hurts as so many who cared
for and loved you. The world has lost an amazing woman who cared so much for so
many. A staple teacher for many years who made a difference in tons of young lives.
I will miss our talks, our laughs and really understanding each other. The smile you

wore on your face outwardly showed the strength you carried for so long. I'm so so
sorry my friend. I pray you have found peace and I pray that your family finds faith
and healing during this very difficult time. You were loved....and you will be missed so
very much!
Love Always Your Friend,
Joy
Joy Lombardo - February 12 at 12:00 PM

“

“

Beautiful words to honor my sister, Joy. Thank you
Maxine - February 14 at 09:31 AM

Large Basket Garden was purchased for the family of Melissa Antunes.

February 11 at 10:24 PM

“

With lots of love this pains me I just saw you. Your time with me will never be
forgotten. You touched the hearts of many people with your generosity and kindness.
I will never forget the things you have done for me and I am forever grateful we
crossed paths in life. You will be loved and missed but never forgotten

Donna Freeman - February 11 at 05:31 PM

“

Thank you for your kind words
Maxine - February 14 at 09:32 AM

“

Roxan Plunkett lit a candle in memory of Melissa Antunes

Roxan Plunkett - February 11 at 02:06 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Melissa Antunes.

February 11 at 01:27 PM

