Joseph P. Tessitore
February 23, 1950 - September 16, 2019

Joseph P. Tessitore of Brooklyn, West Islip, and Cortlandt Manor passed away on
September 16, 2019. He was born in Brooklyn, NY, to parents Frank and Rose Tessitore,
and was devoted brother of the late John Tessitore. He served honorably in the United
States Army. He worked in publishing and was president of several major publishing
companies. He is survived by his loving wife Donna, son John and wife Kelly, daughters
Connie-Lynn Krauza and husband Andrew, and Karyn Johnson and husband Michael. He
was Papa to 9 grandchildren: Nicholas, Joseph, Emma, Matthew, Andrew, Madeleine,
Cameron, James and Abigail. Family and friends will honor Joseph’s life at the Yorktown
Funeral Home on Wednesday from 3 to 9pm. Mass of Christian Burial will take place on
Thursday, 11am at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 455 Hunter Avenue West Islip, NY
11795. Interment to follow at St. Charles Cemetery in Farmingdale, NY. In lieu of flowers,
Joseph’s family encourages donations to the ICU Critical Care Fund at Northern
Westchester Hospital (https://nwhc.net/about-us/donate-to-nwh) or St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital (https://www.stjude.org/about-st-jude/faq/how-can-i-donate-to-st-jude.ht
ml).
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Comments

“

Dear Mrs. Tessitore and Family:
My name is Margarita Bravo. I met Mr. T while working at The Dilenschneider Group.
Upon first meeting him I was taken with his wit and humor. As I would oftentimes be
involved in a project or two with him and The Group, we became fast friends. He
always had a kind word and made the day brighter. I am shattered to hear of his
passing. I was unaware he was not well.
My sincerest condolences to each and every one of you. He was an inspiration and I
will deeply miss his counsel and friendship. If there is anything you require of me, I
am at your disposal. I regret I cannot pay my respects in person as I have no
transport available.
With deepest sympathy,
Margarita Bravo
2550 Olinville Avenue, #18C
Bronx, NY 10467
(718) 231-4721
mbravo3852@aol.com

Margarita Bravo - September 18, 2019 at 04:18 PM

“

Joe was a friend and mentor to me and taught me so much about publishing. I will be
forever in his debt. My heart goes out to Donna and Joe's kids and grandkids, whom
he loved without measure. God bless you, Joe. I'm sure you're cracking up the
angels in Heaven with your wonderful stories. -- Jim Zebora

Jim Zebora - September 18, 2019 at 11:48 AM

“

Joe Tessitore’s essence was Fidelity to family.He learned from the masters, his
parents Frank and Rosie.They both were the products of immigrant families who
were told every day “I came three thousand miles across the ocean for you to do
good”Joe would say “do well”. His wife Donna came from the same type of immigrant
family with tons of aunts and uncles and cousins who lived about two of three blocks
from and you all had Sunday dinner at Nonna’s house.They raised three children
John, Connie Lynn and Karyn who they devoted their lives to. Encouraging and
showing by example how to succeed a mission accomplished. Joe’s nine
grandchildren who he beamed with pride at their accomplishments. I know when he
closed his eyes he saw his family waiting to greet him. Love You Rest In Peace .
Your friend Dennis

Dennis Raymond - September 17, 2019 at 11:39 PM

“

“

Liz Varano - September 18, 2019 at 02:18 PM

I am very sad to hear of the passing of Joe Tessotore. As I finish my 50th year in the
publishing business, there have been two people that had a MAJOR impact on my
career...Jack O'Leary, from my days at Doubleday publishing, and Joe T. He was an
incredible person....I will miss him!
Larry Tinker

Larry P. Tinker - September 17, 2019 at 10:30 PM

“

Joe could make a cloudy day seem sunny. He could tell a funny story and help forget
your problems. He was always caring and thoughtful. He will be deeply I missed.
Was that thunder I just heard or does he have St Peter laughing.
With love from deep in my heart. Little cousin Lois

Lois - September 17, 2019 at 06:27 PM

“

Joe, I will miss you ! Our fun times together at Publishers Weekly. The best was the
tomato commerical with the Green Grocer in Madison Park NYC. I love the stories
about you growing up and your family.. May you rest in Peace!
Cevin Bryerman

Cevin Bryerman - September 17, 2019 at 05:53 PM

“

Phil, Maryanne, Lindsay and Zemira purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the
family of Joseph P. Tessitore.

Phil, Maryanne, Lindsay and Zemira - September 17, 2019 at 03:46 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Joseph P. Tessitore.

September 17, 2019 at 03:41 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Joseph P. Tessitore.

September 17, 2019 at 01:02 PM

“

Catherine Maciag purchased the Sweet Tenderness for the family of Joseph P.
Tessitore.

Catherine Maciag - September 17, 2019 at 12:36 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Joseph P. Tessitore.

September 17, 2019 at 10:38 AM

“

Full of life, funny, terrifying, smart, crazy about his family, I spent years at Grolier
hiding behind my boss, Phil Friedman at meetings with Joe! But I really liked him
enormously and (I think) he liked me. At least he said so....
I've told so many "Joe stories" to friends over the years and years later I felt totally
comfortable emailing him to see is he was watching "Mob Wives" like I was and
laughing at Big Ang....he was.
I'm so sorry that he is gone. And I am sending hugs to his beloved wife, Donna and
his kids and grandkids. He was a good guy and totally one of a kind. God Speed....
Linda May

Linda May - September 17, 2019 at 10:27 AM

“

Joe you will be so missed by all who were fortunate enough to know you. Joe had
the most incredible sense of humor and quick wit. He had a way of uplifting you and
making you laugh. I always walked away after seeing and speaking to Joe smiling. I
will never forget you and the beautiful personality that was you. Rest in peace.

Denise Cuomo - September 17, 2019 at 09:52 AM

“

We worked together for ten years, and remained friends for decades beyond. Every
day was an adventure. So many stories...your Hernia Club...getting lost on the
subway in Frankfurt, Germany...on Broadway, you laughing with Lindsay like
teenagers when they made a mistake on stage (she was a teenager!)...the endless
meetings with Arnaud and Dominique...the Landau Incident...trying hard to get me to
name our granddaughter Joseph ...but mostly, your putting your arms around
everyone and making their world better. We miss you already. Keep laughing on the
other side.
Phil Friedman

Phil Friedman - September 17, 2019 at 08:37 AM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Joseph P. Tessitore.

September 17, 2019 at 08:06 AM

“

You were the epitome of Family. When you were around, you made everyone around
you better. You’ll be forever missed. Rest In Peace dear Uncle. We love you.
-Chris and Liz Varano

Liz Varano - September 16, 2019 at 07:32 PM

