Gail Rose Bell
November 23, 1947 - December 26, 2018

Gail Rose Bell was so much to so many: wife, daughter, mother, grandmother, sister,
cousin, aunt, first mate, best friend, teacher, athlete and selfless caregiver.

Through a life of play she inspired joy and grew community. Her days were filled engaging
friends and family - racquetball, golf, pickleball, softball, volleyball, bowling, rummikub,
Scrabble with friends, Risk, Qwirkle - the list goes on.

Gail spent a quarter century teaching racquetball at Club Fit in Westchester, NY. She
brought home championship trophies year after year and taught many others the game.

In recent years, Gail worked hard to bring Pickleball to the region, establishing two courts
in Putnam Valley and getting so many friends and strangers to move their bodies.

She kept her social calendar full, maintaining decades-long relationships through lunches,
weekends away, Leaders Club and weekly calls / cleaning sessions with her dear sister
Lorraine.

Gail loved and was loved by so many but the great love of her life was Paul Bell. Their
relationship was forged in the Bronx and cemented through a furious exchange of letters
while Paul completed his service in the Navy. They danced, dined, fished and played
through 49 years of marriage.

Gail is survived by Paul Bell, children Debbie and Peter Bell, grandchildren Bryce, Dylan
and Sierra, her brother Billy and sister Lorraine, and too many cousins to name.

Her family requests that you celebrate her great life and through a service at Yorktown
Funeral Home Sunday December 30th between 2pm and 6pm and mass on Monday
December 31st at Saint Columbanus at 11am with a luncheon to follow, TBD

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests a donation to the Parkinson's Foundation or the
bone marrow donation organization - BeTheMatch.org.
Please also, if you are able, consider donating platelets at your local blood donation
center. Platelets are very fragile, short lived blood cells that are essential to provide
hospitals with a fresh supply of platelets daily.
https://parkinson.org/ways-to-give
https://bethematch.org
We have set up a meal train for the Bell / Rodrigue family here: https://mealtrain.com/l9lr4
d
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Hartsdale, NY, 10530

Visitation

02:00PM - 06:00PM

Yorktown Funeral Home
945 East Main Street, Shrub Oak, NY, US, 10588

DEC
31

Mass

11:00AM

St. Columbanus Church
122 Oregon Road,, Cortlandt Manor, NY, US, 10567

DEC
31

Repast

12:00PM

Putnam Valley Ambulance Corps
US

Comments

“

My husband was diagnosed of Parkinsons disease 2 years ago, when he was 59. He
had a stooped posture, tremors, right arm does not move and also a pulsating feeling
in his body. He was placed on Senemet for 8 months and then Siferol was introduced
and replaced the Senemet, during this time span he was also diagnosed with
dementia. He started having hallucinations, lost touch with reality. Suspecting it was
the medication I took him off the Siferol (with the doctor’s knowledge) him on PD
natural herbal formula we ordered from TREE OF LIFE HEALTH CLINIC, his
symptoms totally declined over a 3 weeks use of the TREE OF LIFE HEALTH
Parkinson's disease natural herbal formula. He is now almost 61 and doing very
well, the disease is totally reversed! (w w w. treeoflifeherbalclinic .com)

Mary belinda - September 22, 2021 at 03:30 AM

“

OH nOOO, so sorry to hear this, Gail was one of the 1st people to show me
racquetball. SO helpful and pleasant. May she RIP.

Wil Mercado - January 10, 2019 at 03:59 PM

“

Gail was such a special person, always patient and supportive. I enjoyed playing
racquetball with her. She tried hard to recruit me for pickle ball, but I never did get
around to trying it.
In Gail's memory, I made a donation to the Be the Match Foundation. And I will try
pickle ball.
Celeste Theis

Celeste Theis - January 04, 2019 at 07:43 PM

“

Gail managed decades of racquetball tournaments friends and I participated in. She
was first class on and off the court, always with a big hello making everyone she
knew happy to see her. Rest in peace Gail, you will be missed. Mike Day & family

Mike Day - January 04, 2019 at 01:12 PM

“

The words given only tell part of who Gail Bell was and how she impacted everyone
around her. She will be missed.
Phil

phil keating - January 02, 2019 at 11:13 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gail Rose Bell.

December 30, 2018 at 12:10 PM

“

Gail; Was a wonderful person with always a friendly hello. I had worked with Gail
many times for all her racquetball events. She was always so proud of her
racquetball members and the friends she made over the years. She made everyone
feel special and always asked how are things going for you? And with a smile she
would say, if you need anything let me know. Those kind words meant so much to so
many people. Gail will truly be missed. You have my deepest sympathy. Patti Kelly

Patricia C Kelly - December 30, 2018 at 10:27 AM

“

I am so thankful to have known Gail and her family. She and my sister, Renee, have
been friends for almost as long as I've been alive. I remember when my son, Peter,
was little and we would go to 5 pm mass at the Indian Church on Oscawanna Lake
Rd, we would always run into Gail. She would sit behind us and Peter would watch
her and smile at her. She gave everyone around her a feeling or warmth and love.
This world will be much darker because of her absence, but we will find sparkles of
light in our happy memories of her friendship. Heaven is shining even more brightly
now. Until we meet again.
Our sincerest condolences to you, Paul, Debbie, Peter and families. We know how
hard this is and we will keep you all in our prayers.
See you on the other side, my beautiful friend.

Jayleen Leo - December 29, 2018 at 10:00 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

jackie - December 29, 2018 at 04:47 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Jackie - December 29, 2018 at 02:37 PM

“

Larry and I met Gail and Paul through their dear friends Marie and Ken. What a gift
Gail was, to all of us who had the pleasure and privilege of knowing her. Her vibrant,
energetic presence was ALWAYS preceded by her beautiful smile! New Years Eve &
July 4th will not be the same, but we will celebrate this great lady whenever we
gather! Heaven is rejoicing, as they greet their newest resident. We send our
sympathy to all of Gails friends and family, and will hold you in our hearts and
prayers during this difficult time. With love and condolences, Larry and Suzzi
Gusmano

Susan Gusmano - December 29, 2018 at 09:26 AM

“

I remember Gail was a fixture by our kitchen window. She would speak to my mom
and she often new things before we did, me and my siblings. For example, I
remember she knew that we were going to be going on a family vacation which was
a rarity for us. She felt like a part of the family in those days. I remember we played
jump rope in our yard and we used to play monkey in the middle on the sidewalk and
in between her house and Tony's house. I remember Rose her mother taking her
crew to Jones Beach early in the morning and they they would be back early in the
afternoon. I remember how traumatic it was for me when Gail's father died. He which
show me how to do some things around the house. I remember when he built the
back porch out of concrete, did a really nice job.
With love to the whole barbuto Clan,
Robert Stram

Robert Stram - December 28, 2018 at 09:46 PM

“

While we are all mourning the loss of our beloved wife, mom, sister, aunt and friend,
Heaven is celebrating her arrival! My short time knowing Aunt Gail has been
amazing! She always made me feel like I was special whether in person, on the
phone, text message or in a card. It did not take long to realize she treated everyone
with the same love and that she was the one that was really special! See you again
soon! Celebrate!Love to all family and friends from NC!
Our thoughts and prayers are with you even though we are not!
Steve and Robin

Steve DeStefani - December 28, 2018 at 05:56 PM

“

Your Hampton Traveling Buddies purchased the Pink Tribute Spray for the family of
Gail Rose Bell.

CAROL SNYDER - December 28, 2018 at 05:44 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy! Gail was such a joy to be around. Always that huge smile on
her face. A friend to all. She will be sorely missed! Gail's family and friends are in our
thoughts.
With love,
Ken, Lisa, Seth, Alison & Beck Kissel

Ken Kissel - December 28, 2018 at 05:12 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

CAROL SNYDER - December 28, 2018 at 04:47 PM

“

My first memories of Gail were many years ago when she and Paul were dating. I
was just a little kid, but fell in love with both of them as the cutest couple in the world.
My heart goes out to Paul, and Debbie and Pete. I know this time is difficult, but
Gail's memory will always live strong in the lives of our family. My prayers are with
you always.
Love,
Ginger Stallard

Ginger Stallard - December 28, 2018 at 02:24 PM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of Gail Rose Bell.

December 28, 2018 at 01:16 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Gail Rose Bell.

December 28, 2018 at 01:03 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy, All of us at Thrive Global purchased the Beautiful Dreams for
the family of Gail Rose Bell.

Our deepest sympathy, All of us at Thrive Global - December 28, 2018 at 12:12 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Gail Rose Bell.

December 28, 2018 at 12:11 PM

“

We cannot express how devastating it was to hear that our childhood friend Gail
passed away. We have known Gail since high school. We all went to Christopher
Columbus High School in the Bronx and joined the leaders club and became fast
friends. Our gang has already suffered the loss of Nancy and Valerie and it hurts so
badly. We have shared so many memories, tears, and laughter over the past 54
years. Gail was the youngest member of our group and it is hard to
imagine a world without our baby Gail.
We are so sorry for Paul, Debbie and Peter. There are no words to express our
sadness and love
for your Wife and Mother.
With Love and Sympathy,
Carol, Linda, Sherry, and Jo-Ann.

CAROL SNYDER - December 27, 2018 at 09:23 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Carol Snyder - December 27, 2018 at 08:08 PM

“

Jackie and Frank Multari purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the family of Gail
Rose Bell.

Jackie and Frank Multari - December 27, 2018 at 05:15 PM

“

Our condolences on the loss of your loved one. I only knew Gail for two years. We
met at the Mill Street Tennis Courts where we played pickleball together. She was a
very good pickleball player. It was always a pleasure to play with her as her partner
and against her on the opposing side. She had a great spirit and was always smiling.
It was all about the comradery. She will be missed! I am sad that I am out of town
and unable to pay my respects properly. But while away, I will definitely honor her
name in my next pickleball game here in Florida! May Gail rest in peace.
Miriam Echevarria

Miriam Echevarria - December 27, 2018 at 01:29 PM

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Gail Rose Bell.

December 27, 2018 at 12:25 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

denise newman - December 27, 2018 at 12:12 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Gail Rose Bell.

December 27, 2018 at 11:30 AM

“

Debbie, Peter, Paul
As we all know, Gail was a better racquetball player than the pro at Club Fit in the
80s!
As she goes to join the Lord now, her time with us was a gift, as she taught us all that
sport fuels passion! Passion for family, friends, and living an active life is what my
sister shared with me!
So I say farewell to my sister Gail for now.. and her loving memory will continue to
fuel our passion to carry on her legacy. She will be missed as the courts or fields or
golf courses will never be the same without her, but as we engage in her favorite
activities you can rest assure that she’s smiling from up there , and in my case,
laughing at me for even trying a backhand kill shot!
Rest in peace my sister!
I love you!
Joe Palumbo.

Joe Palumbo - December 27, 2018 at 11:24 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gail Rose Bell.

December 27, 2018 at 11:10 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gail Rose Bell.

December 27, 2018 at 11:00 AM

“

To all of Gail's beloved family, my condolences go out to all of you during this difficult
time. I will always miss her smiling face up in the café and cherish the times we had
together back in the day when she would order wings and beer for her racquet ball
tournaments.
With sympathy,
Diane Rich

Diane Rich - December 27, 2018 at 08:33 AM

“
“

We are devastated. No better words. Sweetest person alive.
carol spatafora - December 27, 2018 at 12:12 PM

The racquetball community in Westchester and beyond has lost a pillar and a great friend.
She was a tireless competitor, organizer, teacher and mentor to many of us. I am sure that
her golfing and pickleball friends feel the same way. The best to her family and friends in
this difficult time...
Scott Rogers - December 28, 2018 at 10:42 AM

“

So sad - Gail's incredible smile and infectious laugh will be cherished by everyone who
knew her. My favorite memory is when I wore a turtleneck shirt in November and was
absolutely chastised. Looking disgusted she told me "You do not wear turtlenecks until after
Thanksgiving", turned away and that was that! What a dynamic force and an absolutely
beautiful person. She will be sorely missed by everyone who knew her. My deepest
sympathy to Paul, Debbie, Peter and grand-kids. She is smiling down on everyone.
Diane and Bill Pulleyblank - December 28, 2018 at 06:54 PM

“

We were Lucky to meet Gail and Paul when our nephew married there daughter she had a
great smile and through the years on many occasions always made you feel happy to be in
there company if I Learned one thing from Gail is to enjoy life to the fullest laugh and keep
moving we all know she was a mover Rest in PEACE OUR FRIEND . our sympathy to your
family :( PEG AND GUY (Gaetan Rodrigue)
Peggy-Gaetan Rodrigue - December 30, 2018 at 08:50 AM

