Catherine Praino
April 9, 1936 - March 4, 2020

Catherine (Kay) Praino of Mahopac passed away March 4, 2020. She was born in the
Bronx in April, 1936 to Santo and Anna Duci. She married Anthony (Tony) J. Praino
(deceased October 4, 2012) on June 18, 1955 at St. Mary’s Church in the Bronx. They
had two children, Anthony and Ann Marie, and in 1964 they moved to the suburbs. Kay
didn’t drive, but soon realized that in order to get anywhere near her new home, she
needed a driver’s license. Tony taught her, and although it was a slow process, she
eventually got her license and never looked backed. Kay was a numbers person and had
an affinity for accounting. She ventured back into the workforce, when her daughter was
young, as a part-time bookkeeper for a local bar and grill. Once her daughter entered high
school, Kay worked full time as an accounting clerk at E for M - later PPG - in
Pleasantville, NY. However, the job she spoke the most about, was her position as an
Administrative Assistant at IBM Research in Yorktown. She made many friends at IBM and
frequently shared stories about her time there.
Kay and Tony were fortunate enough to enjoy many vacations and adventures together.
Her dream had been to visit Sicily, the birth place of her father, and explore her ancestry,
which she did. One of her most memorable trips was a cruise to the Caribbean with her
children and grandchildren, which was given as a gift for her 50th wedding anniversary.
Once Tony passed, Kay became an active member in the Widow and Widowers group
which meets at St. Patrick’s in Yorktown. She made friends, went on trips and eventually
became the Treasurer for the group.
Kay was extremely proud of her four grandchildren, Nicholas, Kim, Joseph and Kayla and
kept up with each of them via text messages and phone calls. She played a very important
part in each of their lives and they all miss her dearly.
Kay is survived by her son Anthony P. Praino, his wife Kathy, daughter Ann Marie
Mozdzierz, her husband Joe, her brother Albert and four grandchildren, Nicholas and
Joseph Mozdzierz, Kimberly and Kayla Praino.

The family will receive friends at the Yorktown Funeral Home on Monday, March 9, 2020
from 4pm to 8pm. Mass of Christian burial will be held on Tuesday March 10, 2020 at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church at 10am. Entombment to follow at Rose Hill Memorial Park
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations to the American Cancer Society(www.cancer.org)
or the American Lung Association (www.lung.org) would be appreciated.

To send flowers or a memorial gift to the family of Catherine Praino please visit our
Sympathy Store.
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Comments

“

Reflections on a life well lived
March 9, 2020
At least part of the reason we’re here today is to celebrate her life. But how do you
do that in a few words? Let’s start with some history.
Mom was born in the Bronx in April 1936 and grew up there. She met Dad in 1953
and they were married in 1955, we moved up here to Mahopac in 1964. Mom worked
part time when Ann Marie and I were in school, having several jobs in bookkeeping
and accounting. Later she worked full time in accounting at PPG/Honeywell in
Pleasantville for a number of years. She then worked for over a decade at IBM
Research in Yorktown as an admin in various departments including: medical,
educational outreach, software development and journal publications.
There are many things we could say about Mom. For Mom life was certainly about
relationships, and talking, she liked to talk. Judging by the people we’ve seen; Mom
was blessed to have many relationships. It’s not easy to express or describe the
depth and breath of the lives that she touched. For Mom relationships took the form
of Mother, Grandmother, sister or in-law, Aunt and friend. For Ann Marie and me it
also took the form of teacher, by her examples of determination, persistence and
lifelong curiosity and education. Mom, (and Dad) were very close to Joe and Kathy,
treating them just as they did Ann Marie and me. She and Dad also seemed to be
favorites among their nieces and nephews and, Mom would talk about them
frequently. Mom and Dad also traveled quite a bit, shared many good times with both
life long and new friends and family. They really had a whole other life time as a
couple in later years.
When they became grandparents, their connection, caring and love for their four
grandchildren opened a new chapter in their lives and, for Mom over these past 8
years since Dad’s passing, being very active in their lives and, watching her
grandchildren grow into successful adults was a source of great pride and fulfillment.
Mom also created a life for herself in these past few years, getting involved in clubs
like Widow and Widowers, Happy Wanders and the local AARP activities. Mom was
also active at the senior center in Mahopac, where she taught computer classes. She
made many new friends during that time.
I wanted to keep this brief, so in closing I’ll say the same thing I said about Dad.
Mom’s life was like ripples on the water, moving outward and touching all who are
connected to her. In that way she is defined by those connections, and those
relationships.
And believe me, I know it’s not be easy to celebrate her life right now, but I hope in
time, if we take a moment every now and then to reflect, it’ll be little easier to see and
understand what she has left us and continues to give as her legacy.
A reflection I’ve had over these last few days was that Dad was the ground under my
feet and Mom was my North star, always there to guide and show the way. She’ll
continue to be that for me. but for today, I’ll just say, thanks Mom/ thanks Grandma,

we love you.
Anthony - March 11, 2020 at 02:11 PM
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Ann and the cast of Crazy for You purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Catherine Praino.

Ann and the cast of Crazy for You - March 09, 2020 at 10:16 AM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Catherine Praino.

March 05, 2020 at 07:33 PM

