Caterina (Lina) Rimoli
January 22, 1946 - September 4, 2021

Caterina (Lina) Rimoli of Shrub Oak, NY passed away on Saturday, September 4, 2021.
Lina fought a valiant battle against cancer in the last few years, until she was ready to
leave her family and earthly possessions to reunite with her beloved daughter, husband
and parents. She was born in Italy on January 22, 1946 to Leonardo and Elisa Pugliese.
Caterina was predeceased by her loving daughter Cathy and her husband of 50 years
Ernesto. She is survived by her son Pat, daughter-in-law Nancy, and two grandchildren
Anthony and Briana. She is also survived by her two sisters Mariannina Massaro and
husband Pasquale and Lucia Dramasino, her brother-in-law Eugenio Rimoli and wife Nina
as well as several nieces and nephews.

She was born in Italy and moved to the US at the age of 17 with her new husband, leaving
behind all she knew. She was a strong willed woman who didn't let obstacles stand in her
way. She taught herself all about a new country, new language and new life. Her family
and friends were the most important part of her life. She was a tireless caretaker who
devoted herself to caring for her daughter during her cancer battle, as well as years of
care for her ailing husband. She was a doting mother and grandmother, devoted and loyal
friend, and had a generous spirit to all she came in contact with. She worked in a nursing
home as a companion, where she advocated for those in her care.
Lina Rimoli touched so many lives and she will be missed and always remembered as a
loving mother, grandmother, and a loyal friend. May she rest in peace.
Lina's family requests charitable donations be made to St. Jude's Children's Hospital in
lieu of flowers.
Family also requests all attending services to please wear a face mask.
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Comments

“

Eulogy given by Anthony:
First I would like to thank you all for being here to honor my grandmother, and for all
looking so nice- we all know how perfect something was when Mama Lina was
behind it. She may have been meticulous at times, but it was because she truly
wanted the best for everyone around her.
Her family was everything to her and she had a lot of love to give. She was always
quick to help wherever she could. Mama Lina spent her entire life caring for those
around her- both as a job and by nature. She worked in a nursing home as a
companion, advocating for strangers who soon became like family as their caretaker.
When her daughter, my Aunt Cathy, got sick Mama Lina saw to her every last need,
and stood beside her to the very end. The same is true for when she took care of
Papa Ernesto, he was sick for many years and she dedicated that period of her life to
care for him, oftentimes neglecting her own needs- Mama Lina taught me to consider
being selfless at times just by being who she was. As for Dad, Mom, Briana and I,
she was always thinking, worrying and caring about us. Mama Lina would go out of
her way to make those around her feel special with love, gifts, understanding and a
constant reminder to be careful. Not to mention the food, spending all hours of the
night cooking beautiful meals of our favorite foods- Then of course forcing us to
continue eating ridiculous portions when I couldn’t possibly think about another bite.
Very thankful that she ultimately didn’t decide to, and I quote, “take her recipes to the
grave” that way her legacy will live on through her famous dishes.
On one of our last visits to the hospital, my father said something that summarized
her perfectly- Mama Lina was such a small woman, with the biggest heart and truly
did not understand just how strong she was. She may have been brave enough to
tell you EXACTLY what was on her mind at any given moment. But she didn’t realize
that she was one of the strongest women I will ever know. Having been such a small,
polite, proper woman, it was inspiring to see her strength grow even when she had
her doubts. Throughout her whole life Mama Lina had incredible strength to fight the
odds. She started a new life in a new country where she didn’t know the language.
She had to endure losing a child and then the love of her life before almost
immediately finding out she had her own fight against cancer. It is a privilege to have
Mama Lina to look to for inspiration when I need strength or have doubt in myself,
because even though Mama Lina’s glass wasn’t always half full, she had the strength
to fight on and accomplish incredible things as a result.
And lastly I have to note the special bond she had with my Dad. They were funny
together, trading looks and having endless banter, but the love and respect they had
for one another was beautiful to witness. Hearing stories of the mothering she gave
to Patsy, I’m positive there was a mutual peace in their hearts knowing he could
return the favor and be each other’s rock until her last breath.
So when you think of her, remember Mama Lina by her smile, her passion for life, her
big heart, her cooking and relentless strength. Now it’s my turn to tell you, I give you
a big hug and a big kiss up in heaven Mama Lina, may you rest in peace.

Patrimoli - September 09, 2021 at 10:28 PM

“

Dear Mrs.Rimoli - I'll never forget the evening I spent with you. You made us laugh
non-stop with stories about your life - coming to America at 17 without knowing a
word of English, having no family or friends here and giving birth to our Pat a year
later! What an amazing woman! I wanted to write a book about you and share your
courage and humor with the world. You had to endure so much pain in a life cut
short. But now, you will only have the good things you deserve.
Love,
Donna

Donna Passal - September 07, 2021 at 02:20 PM

“

My dear Mrs. Rimoli,
I miss our calls and seeing your smile that is embedded in my mind since the last
time I saw you. There are a lot of ways I can describe you but I would like to sum it
up by saying you were such a strong willed, classy, meticulous, funny and caring lady
that I am proud to have known for the last 20 years. You did not let the lack of
knowing English, the difficulty of being in a new country away from your family stop
you from making a great warm home for your children. You always fought against the
odds and won in learning the language, becoming a citizen, learning how to drive
and opening your home to all of your children's friends. I remember you telling me
that Cathy's friends thought of you as their second mother and I could easily see why
they would. You have left such an impression on everyone who knew you and you
will be terribly missed We had so many conversation that seemed to always
concentrate on the love you had for your family. You kept telling me and others that
the day we recently spent together was the last good day you had. It saddened me to
hear that because I was hoping it was the first of many good days to come. I still
smile when I think of you driving us to Gazebo that day and trying to convince me
that you should drive us to town instead. We enjoyed our walk and sitting in the
garden of your condo where the weather was perfect and you were so happy to be
able to enjoy it after being cooped up in the house from your illness and Covid. I
remember making plans to work from your condo keeping you company when I come
back from visiting Richmond. I had it all planned and I am so sorry that it did not
happen. I know since the loss of Cathy you had wanted to go be with her as you
missed her so much and now all I can think of is how happy you are in the presence
of God and the company of your daughter and your departed family members. You
are free of pain and have the greatest ability to look after your son and his family
from up above. I miss you and I thank God that you came into my life even if it was
for a short time. With love, Giselle

Giselle Issa - September 07, 2021 at 02:13 PM

“

13 files added to the album LifeTributes

Yorktown Funeral Home - September 07, 2021 at 09:51 AM

“

3 files added to the album LifeTributes

Valentina & Angelo Dramisino - September 07, 2021 at 03:13 AM

“

Zia Mariannina & Family purchased the Sweet Tranquility Basket for the family of
Caterina (Lina) Rimoli.

Zia Mariannina & Family - September 07, 2021 at 02:58 AM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Yorktown Funeral Home - September 06, 2021 at 10:19 PM

“

My dear friend Lina you will be truly missed. Knowing you and your family for so
many was such a blessing. I will miss our frequent talks of the past and present. We
shared laughter, sadness, fears and memories., Love and Miss You Always, Angela

Angela Miserendino - September 06, 2021 at 05:48 PM

“

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for the family of Caterina (Lina) Rimoli.

September 06, 2021 at 01:54 PM

“

To dear Aunt Lina, we offer an affectionate last hug in the certainty that she now
rests in peace in the grace of the Lord after a life spent for the family, the beloved
children Pat and Caty and the beloved uncle Ernesto.

Pasquale Rimoli - September 06, 2021 at 11:55 AM

“

Theresa Stanton and boys purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Caterina
Rimoli.

Theresa Stanton and boys - September 06, 2021 at 10:52 AM

“

119 files added to the album LifeTributes

Yorktown Funeral Home - September 06, 2021 at 09:14 AM

“

From Issa, Madkour & Jabbour Families purchased the Lily and Rose Tribute Spray
for the family of Caterina (Lina) Rimoli.

From Issa, Madkour & Jabbour Families - September 05, 2021 at 11:13 PM

“

Love, Giselle, Donna, Robin, Patricia purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for
the family of Caterina (Lina) Rimoli.

Love, Giselle, Donna, Robin, Patricia - September 05, 2021 at 10:49 PM

