Andrea Karl
August 13, 1957 - September 29, 2021

Andrea Karl of Putnam Valley (formerly of Rye, NY) passed peacefully on Wednesday
September 29, 2021. She leaves behind her husband of 38 years, Bill, her children
Andrew (daughter-in-law Courtney), daughter Julia, and two grandsons, Ethan and
Hudson. She is also survived by her sisters, Gail Tartaglia and Irene Stillman (brother-inlaw Roger), her nieces Dawn Baxter, Laura Cox, Kate Stillman, and Lauren Watson, their
husbands, and numerous great-nieces and great-nephews.
As a mom, she worked a variety of jobs over the years to ensure that she was able to
commit to Andrew and Julia's various activities. You may have met her through her work
at Playcare, where she taught while her kids were going through preschool or at Santos'
Deli in Putnam Valley, Club Fit, StoneCrop Gardens, A Natural Touch, or at any of the
other positions she held over the years. She worked with pride, care, and a smile in every
aspect, all while putting her children's needs first.
Not only did she become a jack of all trades while working, she also volunteered with a
few different organizations as well. She lent a hand to the Putnam Valley Soccer Club as a
secretary while Andrew and Julia played, and continued her duties as the Team Mom for
Andrew's youth teams through high school. These soccer duties did not end there,
however. She tirelessly drove both kids to all of their summer development tournaments
and camps, allowing them to pursue their dreams of playing at a higher level.
As her kids grew older and more independent, she began volunteering, and then working,
for Support Connection. You could say that this organization became her passion project.
Andrea was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2003 and had used Support Connection's
services as a safe space to process that journey. Andrew and Julia were none the wiser at
home, as she remained the dependable woman we all know and love. Andrea was
compelled to give back to such a beautiful charity, and began volunteering in her spare
time. This role eventually grew into her full-time position as a Peer Counselor for the last
15 years. Andrea used her strongest qualities of humanity and compassion to work with
"her ladies" (as she called them), making sure they knew that they were not alone in their

journeys. She made sure that each of her ladies and their caregivers was heard,
supported, and provided with the information they needed. It goes without saying that she
would never end a phone call or visit without at least a little laughter or moment of lightheartedness. One will never fully know the extent to which her impact reached, but the
stories of her actions, as told by those in the organization and the families that she worked
with, will remain with us for a very long time.
As she continued to work with her ladies, she drew on their strength and her own to
pursue physical feats in her fifties that she would have never attempted before, even prior
to her breast cancer diagnosis. After immeasurable hours of watching her children grow
on a soccer field, and at the prodding of her dear friend, Andrea joined a local group of
Mahopac women to play in the Goals for Hope soccer tournament. She would also go on
to run the NYC Marathon in 2010 in a total time of 4:31:24- the entire time with "Amazing
Grace" emblazoned on her shirt and a huge smile on her face. Throughout these
activities, her ladies were at the forefront of her mind- she thought of their fight, their
strength, their personal "marathons" that they had to endure, all with such amazing grace.
Andrea and her husband Bill were together for 40 years and remained strong and
steadfast in their commitment to each other. At their core, they loved one another and their
family and friends fiercely. They watched lovingly as the children they raised became
successful in each of their pursuits. As their children grew into adulthood, Andrea and Bill
began traveling again, whether it was day trips or short vacations. They visited Vermont in
the fall and Cape May in the summer, and during the in-between, frequented upstate to
play with their grandsons. They enjoyed their time together and reminisced about the trips
to California and Canada they had taken in their younger years, as well as their family
trips up and down the east coast. When all was said and done, one always had the other
to rely on.
Andrea's love for her family, her sisters, her nieces and nephews, and of course, her
grandsons, was widely known. She regaled everyone she met with an uplifting, and more
often silly story that centered around these characters in her life. Countless nights were
spent around a table, enjoying happy company with stories, love, and laughter. And when
Andrea became a YiaYia to her grandsons, she could talk and laugh for hours. Ethan and
Hudson could do no wrong- she watched them grow with only love for them in her eyes
and heart. They became the brightest stars in her life, her "superheroes" whose
superpower was joy. There wasn't a single moment that YiaYia didn't oblige Ethan and
Hudson's every whim (and whine)- and that adoration was mutual.
Andrea's family requests that, in lieu of flowers, donations be made to Support

Connection, Inc. And from time to time, think of Andrea and smile. Perhaps you'll take a
stroll on the beach, or sip a martini at 5:00pm or hear a laugh that reminds you of her. And
in that moment, wherever you may be, know that her love still surrounds you as it does all
of us.
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Comments

“

I, too, met Andrea through Support Connection. She helped me understand my
feelings about my diagnosis and that all of the feelings were normal and real. She
was an Angel sent to help so many cancer patients. She will be missed by many. My
condolences to all who were enriched by her.

Maureen Labanowski - October 05, 2021 at 04:08 PM

“

I'm so sad to hear the news of Andrea's passing. My sincere condolences to her
husband and her entire family. I considered Andrea my true Angel that was sent to
me from God. I was lucky to have her as my counselor at Support Connection 10
years ago when I was diagnosed with Breast Cancer. She was my shinning light and
always gave me strength, faith and hope in some of the worst of times. She always
made me smile and believe things would get better. She would spend so many hours
on the phone with me and made me feel loved and supported. I could never thank
her enough for what she did for me. I tried to stay in touch through the years, and I'm
so thankful I was able to reconnect with her this past year, where again, she was
there for me even though she was going through her own fight, what a remarkable
women. I'm glad I was able to express my sincere thanks and love to her. She will
never be forgotten by me and all the thousands of women she has helped through
the years. I will miss you my friend, you are now God's Angel, may God Bless you
and your family. My sincere sympathy, Love Lisa

Lisa - October 03, 2021 at 05:52 PM

“

I wish to send sincere condolences to Andrea’s family. I am a fellow breast cancer
survivor and met Andrea at many of the support connection events she helped
create. She had a way of greeting you that made you feel you were a long time
friend. I was in her book club at Hudson Valley Hospital until Covid. She had the best
laugh. God rest her soul.. we were lucky to have known her.
Joanne

Joanne Greene - October 03, 2021 at 05:26 PM

“

We are very sad to hear of Andrea’s passing. We will always remember her caring
and compassionate nature and the many good times we had at Nora and Tim’s
family gatherings. She will be missed. Our deepest condolences to Andrea’s family
and all of her loved ones. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
Ann Marie and Chris Rhiel

Ann Marie Rhiel - October 02, 2021 at 04:08 PM

“

Fond memories of our Putnam Valley neighbor, Andrea. Rest in Peace. Pat & Nick
Carlucci

Patricia Murphy Carlucci - October 02, 2021 at 03:41 PM

“

Whenever I think of Andrea, I think of warm hugs and smiles. When I’d visited her
she’d always show me a picture of Julia and me. It always made me feel so loved.
The picture I posted is from the 2008 gala. Great minds thought alike.
Rest In Peace, my friend. You left a legacy of joy and you will be sorely missed.
Thoughts and prayers to her family.

Micki Liebman - October 02, 2021 at 12:18 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Micki Liebman - October 02, 2021 at 11:45 AM

“

Andrea was such a ray of sunshine when I went to the Support Connection office. I
have volunteered there only, grateful not to need their services but Andrea was
always concerned about what was happening in my life and made me feel welcomed
and happy.

JoAnn Johnson - October 02, 2021 at 09:38 AM

“

I met Andrea through Support Connection. I was a volunteer (and ovarian cancer
survivor), she was a peer counselor (and breast cancer survivor). We hit it off right
away.
A few years after we met, when my sister was diagnosed with breast cancer, Andrea
helped me navigate my way as a caregiver. When it was clear, a few years later, that
my sister was going to lose her battle, Andrea offered me that friendly voice and
caring support that I so desperately needed. At the same time, she never hesitated to
give me "straight talk" so that I had a better understanding of what was happening.
And every phone call ended with an "I love you".
To Andrea's family, who wrote the most incredible obituary I've ever read, I say,
"thank you". Thank you for sharing Andrea with the rest of us, and letting us enjoy
her spirit and energy. And, know that we are all grieving with you.
Andrea, I love you!
Debra Paget

Debra Paget - October 02, 2021 at 08:40 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Andrea Karl.

October 01, 2021 at 08:11 PM

“

I was so upset to hear this devastating news. I’ve talked to Andrea over the past few
years, and she always made me feel like I was the only person she counseled. She
was warm, caring, very helpful and always made me laugh during our conversations.
I never met her, but loved her just the same. Some people come into your life for a
reason, and I’m so glad she came into mine during a devastating time when both my
daughter and I were diagnosed with breast cancer at the same time (second time for
me). I just wish there were more years for her to enjoy life - I was unaware of her
recent horrible diagnosis. I’m so sad, but we all know in this group, sometimes
cancer takes the best ones! I can’t believe that I thought about her yesterday, and
told myself I need to give her a call to give her the good news that my daughter had
a baby girl!! She would have been ecstatic! RIP Andrea - you were an angel on earth
and I’m sure you’re an angel in heaven. All my love….

Diane Franzoso - October 01, 2021 at 12:43 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Andrea Karl.

October 01, 2021 at 12:28 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Bill,Andrew,Julia,Gail,Irene and families
Andrea was a special person and God took her
earlier than we hoped. We have confidence She
Is with Him and her Mom and Dad (my Aunt Lil
and Uncle Andy ).I am the oldest Chiodi male cousin and we shared memories of our
Chiodi
Bronx roots. Andrea supported me when I had breast cancer and am forever greatful

John Chiodi - October 01, 2021 at 12:10 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Andrea Karl.

October 01, 2021 at 10:15 AM

“

Andrea was an angel to our family; always there for us when 3 women in our family
were diagnosed with cancer at different times. She was the most loving, caring
person and will always hold a special place in our hearts. - Lauren Novotny &
Jennifer Marks

Jennifer Novotny Marks - October 01, 2021 at 09:16 AM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Andrea Karl.

October 01, 2021 at 08:58 AM

“

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the family of Andrea Karl.

October 01, 2021 at 07:57 AM

“

I am so saddened on hearing this news, but my heart warms with the memory of
Andrea's beautiful smile and sense of humor. I came to know Andrea and the
wonderful peer counselors of Support Connection in my role of facilitating programs
for the Breast Institute at NWH. We were blessed to have known her and her
amazing impact on others was so appreciated by all of us. I am so very sorry for this
great loss to her family as she was taken far too early. Her memory is a blessing and
a lesson on how to live life well.
With love -

Linda McCartney - October 01, 2021 at 12:12 AM

“

I’m so very sorry to hear of Andrea’s passing. She was such a special human being.
Andrea helped me through my breast cancer journey when I was diagnosed 12 years
ago. Her smile could light up a room! The compassion she held in her heart for all of
us was remarkable. She will be so missed, but I know she will be watching over us
from heaven. RIP my friend

Rosemary Circosta - September 30, 2021 at 10:32 PM

“

I was so saddened to hear of Andrea’s passing. She was an angel to me when I was
diagnosed with breast cancer 10 years ago. I will forever carry beautiful memories of her in
my heart. It was truly an honor and blessing to have her in my life. Estée Schueller
Estee Schueller - October 01, 2021 at 10:53 AM

“

There are no words adequate to describe this totally caring person. She was there for me
in 2014 when I was diagnosed and especially when I hit rock bottom in January 2015 when
chemo was taking it toll. Even in subsequent years we kept in touch. I always felt she knew
each one of us and our stories and gave her entire attention to each of us. I had no idea
she was so ill, what a tragedy, what a loss for all of us.
My condolences to her family. Soar High with the angels, Andrea....
Karen Lutomski
Karen A. Lutomski - October 01, 2021 at 06:01 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Andrea Karl.

September 30, 2021 at 08:41 PM

“

In 2018 I was diagnosed and had surgery for breast cancer. As soon as I was able to
drive I drove to The Support Connection office, not even sure if I was brave enough
to go in. I went inside and asked to speak to someone and there she was. She sat
and talked while I cried for what felt like hours. I truly believe that sunny day in May
she saved my life. I came to her monthly support groups and we chatted over email
especially when I needed guidance or help with treatment or a doctor. She was one
of a kind, a true selfless gem. I am so sad today. May her memory be for a blessing.
Sending peace and love to her family. She will be missed.

Laura Halloran - September 30, 2021 at 06:20 PM

“

Andrea was so very special and will live on fondly in my memory. She cared so
deeply about the people who sought her help, and she had such a positive impact on
so many lives. For all who had the privilege to know her, Andrea’s smile, humor and
genuine warmth were outstanding among her many exceptional qualities. She often
spoke of her love for her family and how proud she was of Julia and Andrew, not to
mention her grandsons! Her time spent each year with her sisters in Maine meant so
much to her. To Bill, Julia, Andrew, Courtney, Ethan and Hudson, Gail and Irene, I am
so sorry for your tremendous loss. Andrea’s song may have ended, but her melody
will linger on.

Dee Ruza - September 30, 2021 at 05:46 PM

“

She was a great strength for my daughter Elizabeth. Her Mom Squad walks in her
memory. I’m sure Elizabeth is sing for you. My thoughts and prayers are with your
family.

Jackie Picchione - September 30, 2021 at 05:28 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Andrea Karl.

September 30, 2021 at 04:45 PM

“

In 2011, I was diagnosed with and underwent surgery for breast cancer. For a year
following my physical recovery, I joined Andrea’s “ young woman’s” support group. I
looked forward to those nights because I knew that she would bring laughter and
lightness to the serious issues we discussed. She was a tour de force and a strong,
capable leader of our disparate group. I was not aware of her pancreatic cancer
diagnosis. I am stunned and heartbroken for her entire family and for the entire
Support Connection community and simply wished to share that I will always be
appreciative of the time and attention she gave to me at the beginning of my healing
journey. May her memory always be a blessing.

Suzanne Kanusher Peretz - September 30, 2021 at 04:41 PM

“

Andrea was such a source of comfort to myself and my sister in facing cancer. She
was always such a reassuring voice and a wealth of knowledge. I have never met a
more compassionate person who was always ready to assist in any way she could.
Deepest sympathies to her family. I will never forget the impact she made in my life!

Frances Bastone - September 30, 2021 at 04:16 PM

“

Her smile was always a beam of hope and comfort. Over the years that I have
worked Support Connection each time I spoke to Andrea or saw her at the walk, she
sparked a smile in me. Her kind giving spirit will always have a special place in my
heart. She will be remembered as kindness wrapped in graceful joy.
Prayers to her husband and family.
Dana Johnson Boulanger

Dana Boulanger - September 30, 2021 at 04:10 PM

“

Dawn, Laura, Kate, Lauren (& families) purchased the Pink Tribute Spray for the
family of Andrea Karl.

Dawn, Laura, Kate, Lauren (& families) - September 30, 2021 at 04:06 PM

“

I was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2015 on June 11th. I spent the night, awake,
looking for some sense of solace. I stumbled upon Support Connection and decided I
would call the next day. Andrea answered and saved me. I was scared, crying...a
mess. Somehow, this stranger over the phone, made me feel strong, like I could
conquer this beast. After that call, she'd still check in through the end of my
treatment, by emails or calls. Her graciousness was so incredibly appreciated and
needed. She helped to save me. We would touch base once a year or so after. But
this past year after having a terrible experience with my oncologist, I sought Andrea.
There she was, reminding me to take a moment. Supporting me but as always,
giving me the best advice. When I read she was retiring, I was happy and sad. Sad
that other women would not experience her amazing grace...but happy that she
might be on her way to enjoying herself. I cannot tell you, despite the fact that I never
met her in person. how heartbroken I am. I hope her family can read this and know
what an amazing impact she had in this world. Thank you, thank you, thank you
Andrea for being there when I thought I was going to die. For holding me up, even if
it was through an email. And for bearing witness to God's amazing grace. God keep
you always. You more than anyone, deserves it.

Aimee Rodriguez - September 30, 2021 at 02:46 PM

“

Andrea was such a warm hearted, loving person. When my mother was diagnosed
with Cancer she was not only a reassuring voice for her but for our entire family. She
was an amazing woman who had an amazing impact on my family and she will be
remembered fondly. Sending all my love and support to Andrea's family.

Lauren Iglesias - September 30, 2021 at 01:57 PM

“

Andrea was a beautiful vibrant loving sparkly light that shone through very dark times
for me and for thousands of women in our community; she helped people find their
strength and courage again when they didn’t believe they could. She was a very dear
friend and mentor. Such a devastating loss. Sending all my love and support to the
family.

christine dangers - September 30, 2021 at 07:46 AM

“

My utmost condolences to Bill,
Andrew,Julia, Gail, Irene and all
the family.Our God took our beloved Andrea too soon. We need to know that because
Andrea was such a special human being who loved and supported her fellow human
beings as Christ asked She is with Him and all the Chiodi family who preceded her.
I am the oldest Chiodi male
Grandson . We know how proud and loving her Chiodi and Bronx roots . She help me deal
with my breast cancer for which I am
forever grateful . Rest In Peace and Gods light our beloved Cousin.
John Chiodi - September 30, 2021 at 09:06 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Andrea Karl.

September 30, 2021 at 07:14 AM

“

Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the family of Andrea Karl.

September 29, 2021 at 10:06 PM

“

Martin D. purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of Andrea Karl.

Martin D. - September 29, 2021 at 08:52 PM

“

Dear Bill, Andrew, Courtney, Julia and all the family and friends of dear Andrea, I am
so sorry. As my heart overflows with grief and sadness, I know I would be doing a
disservice to Andrea and all of you if I did not smile when I think of her. She was a
bright light in my life and one of my entire family's favorite people. To say she was a
gift to Support Connection is an understatement. She gave tirelessly to every one of
"her ladies" and their families, bringing help and hope to so, so many people over her
years with us. Her infectious laugh and great humor lightened even the most difficult
of situations. I would need a book to include all the treasured moments. Among my
favorites were her ease in making every person feel as if they were the most
important in the world, her intense love for her family, hearing about her many
interesting jobs through the years, her fabulous outfits, her love of birthdays including
celebrating her birthday month and her great insight and understanding of life. I know
how blessed I am to have her in my life...At Support Connection, Andrea's beautiful
spirit will live on in the good we will do in her name. As she helped people find their
Amazing Grace, her own amazing grace will give us the strength we need to carry
on. Rest easy dear Andrea...love you and miss you, Kathy Quinn and family

Kathy Quinn - September 29, 2021 at 08:22 PM

“

I never met Andrea but I can tell from all the wonderful comments, her services were
priceless. I'm sure I talked to her on the phone when I called to sign up for services. I'm
very sorry for this loss and she is at peace now in heaven.My deepest sympathy to her
family and to Support Connection.
Jacqueline Baker - September 30, 2021 at 02:06 PM

“

I met Andrea when my best friend, Julie Haney ( who is the namesake for the annual
Support Connection Spirit of Hope Award) was diagnosed with ovarian cancer and reached
out for support to Support Connection. When I heard today that Andrea had passed I was
overcome with sadness. She was such a positive and caring person who lit up any room
with her exuberance. I was always in awe and very thankful for the love and compassion
that all of the people at Support Connection provided to Julie and all of their clients and
their families and friends. I was only a friend and Andrea went out of her way to make me
feel her compassion and support. We enjoyed a lot of laughs, dances (and a couple of
drinks) at the annual benefits. My sympathies to Andrea's family and to Support
Connection. She was one in a million and will be missed by all who knew and loved her.
Carol Ennis - September 30, 2021 at 05:27 PM

“

Andrea was one of the finest people I have ever met. My heart aches for her family. I will
miss that laughter that was uniquely hers. The world has lost a bright light.
Geri Moran - October 13, 2021 at 12:52 PM

